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| 
WILLIAM VIDLER, 


| 

Was born, May 4,31758, of poor, but respectable pa- 
rents. The place of his birth was Battle, in Sussex, 
about six miles N. of Hastings, and fifty seven miles 
S. EF. from London. In his youthful days he was al- 
most constantly sick. Although his infirmities prevent- 
ed him from enjoying the benefit of the schools which | 
the circumstances ofhis parents would have enabled him | 
to enter, yet they contributed in some degree to his fu- 
ture usefulness by giving him a taste for books. He 
delighted thus early to study the scriptures, a duty to 
which he was prompted by his mother, who was a sin- | 
cerely pious woman according to her degree of know- | 
ledge. His reputation as a reader, and the natural 
seriousness of his disposition gave early origin to a pre- 
diction that he would one day become a christian win- 
ister. 

His father was by trade a stone mason and brick 
layer, to which business William was put, notwith-. 
staiding the weak state of his body. He followed that, 
laborious occupation as long as he was able, working 
with his father some time after he began to preach. 

In youth he was far from being meek and forbearing ; 
even trifles would throw him inte dreadful fits of an- 
ger. But one circumstance which transpired after he 
had advanced a liltle in life, tended greatly to cure him 
of such a criminal want of self-government. It shall 
be given iv his own words, ‘I was surprised into a fit 
of violent and unreasonable anger in the midst of my 
people at a church meeting. Whatever provocation I 


received from man, | have great reason to be ashamed 
of my sin before God. 1 bless God that though my 
passion was very great, the sun did not go down upon 
my wrath. O Lord, give me more meekness and pa- 
tience, that I may forbear towards others, as thou for- 
bearest towards me.” Henceforth he was so success- 
fu) in his endeavors to govern himself, that ever after 
he was remarkable for coolness in the midst of opposi- 
tion: he could bear contradiction, and calmly discuss 
subjects in which he was most deeply interested, it be- 
ing a favorite maxim with him that we should use 
“soft words and hard arcuments.”’ 

His parents were zealous members of the church of 
England, and brought up their family in strict ad- 
herence to the rules and doctrines of the established 
religion. He was first induced to attend the worship 
ef the Dissenters by means of a Mr. Gilbert, an inde- | 
pendent minister, who visited Battle as a missionary. | 
Gilbert, although violently opposed, was successful in 


sembling together for worship, which they finally 
would do even when he was not withthem. Onthese 


course, a practice which brought forward the gift of 
young Vidler among the people. And very soon, at 
the persuasion of the people, he advanced in his labors 


In the year 1779 he went to hear a Baptist minister 
by the name of Pdrdy, with whom he entered into con- 
versation, and who convinced him that it was the duty 
of believer: to be baptized by immersion; in conse- 
quence of which he was.thus baptized by this man, in 
the month of January, 1780. To this procedure Gil- 
bert was strongly opposed. He feared that more of 
the people would become Baptists if the new convert | 
to baptism continued to exercise his gigf among them ; 
and he therefore formed the resolution Which he quick- ' 


é 





this place. He got the people into the habit of as-, 
a salary more than the scanty pittance of 171, per an- and his conversation with them so raised his doubts, 


occasions some one would pray and another read a dis- | 


from reading to exhortation. 


FOR THE MAGAzINE. (|!y made known to the people, that if Vidler’s labors | kindred ministers and churches soliciting aid, his char- 
were not discontinued, he himself should be under the | acter, his talents, his popular manner of preaching 
necessity of leaving them; and this'he soon did, as the would ensure success. The people and the pastor 
people prefered their young teacher. The church at| mutually resolved upon the measure. Although the 


Rye, which Vidler had joined at his baptism, saw fit primary object of this journey was obtained only ina 


now to ordain him, & that was accordingly done on the small degree, yet it answered other valuable purposes, 


16th day of Febrvary, 1780. And as more of his friends and will very much interest the faithful biographer of 
at Battle were converted and immersed, they formed Mr. Vidler. It introduced him to the leading minis- 
a church at that place during the next month. ters of the Baptish denomination, who received him 

These religious movements at Battle gave rise toa with great attentions; and not only to them, but it 
violent opposition, which, now Gilbert was departed, brought him into intercourse with many eminent, pious 
aimed itself principally at Vidler. He was reproach- and liberal christians of different persuations. -At Ol- 
ed for his youth, his humble occupation. Who can | °Y: whither he had repaired to attend an association, 
bear that such a person shall stand ups a reformer? | he became acquainted with Mr. Andrew Fuller, who 


cried the opposing party. He addressed the people in was afterwards his most eminent theological opponent 
on the subject of Universal Salvation. These two 


men approached each other with respect; but not- 
withstanding their interview could not have been very 


the open air and immersed the converts in convenient 
places though unsheltered ; and these occasions were 
chosen by his adversaries for the purposes of insult and 








leven of assault. Every thing that calomny could in- | long, they parted with attachment. Here they mutu- 


vent was said, and every thing of which bigotry and| ally promised to maintain a correspondence with each 
hatred were capable without gress violation of the other, to which Mr. Vidier was solicited by Mr. Fuller 
law, was done to interrupt him and prevent his success. i himself. He agreed at Mr. F.’s request to write him 


| Added to all this, ‘the family to which he belonged | an account of his experience, and of the consequences 


was united against him; his parents from religious | °f Socivianiem. Mr. Fuller was generally thought to 
zeal, his brethren from youthful levity. His father | °° bi. MPG Rb He saw that the workings of 
even threatened to turn bim out of doors, if he did not | such a mind as Vidler’s, and the changes of his reliz- 
desist from preaching.» The following anecdote will |!" character must be interesting and perhaps profi- 
enable us to judge in some measure of this Opposition. | table. And furthermore, Mr. Faller was about to en- 
‘Being one Saturday at work with one of his brothers, | '°" the lists with the Socinians, and he probably was 
he received on a sudden a hard blow, made by his se Ei to obtain the assistance of such men as Mr, 
companion with one of the toolsthey hadin use. He V idler. He might also have entertained the wish to 
took this as mere play, till his brother repeated the | 28Ce"'#i" whether bis new friend was sound in the 
blow again and again, calling upov him, at the same faiih ; for as he not long afterwards told him, “the had 
time, to turn out and fight. ‘hus provoked he seized observed him to be of a speculative turn of mind.”— 
his assailant and bound him hand and fvot ; nor would Whether their pledges toeach other were fulfilled is not 
he release him until he had explained the,meaning of ,"°™ known, no papers having come to light on that 
his conduct.” subject. 

‘His sermons were studied for years in the midst of; his journey tended also to raise and strengthen 
hard labor; his reading was chiefly by stealth. When | in him doubts of the truth of at least one article in his 
he went out to work at a dista ce from home, he car- ,creed. Indeed, from his childhood he had been wor- 
ried books amongst his tools that he might be provided ,ried about the eternal damnation of sinners, He de- 
with food for his mind in the short intervals from work S¢ribed his feelings to be like thore of Jeremy White 
allotted to meals; and sometimes, that he might es- ° this subject, while he was in college. And as ear- 
cape observation, he hired a laborer at two pence a !y as the year 1784, he had more serious thoughts, if 
day to carry his books to and fro. He continued this ?°t doubts, on these two important points m Divinity, 
course of regular labor and desultory study until a Viz. the godbead of Christ and the eternity of hell tor- 
paiuful accident rendered him totally incapable of sup- ments. He resolved then to consider them with more 
plying the wants of a growing family by manual indus- care than he had heretofore exercised on those sub- 
try. This event made him dependant for support apon jects, beseeching God to guard him from prejudice on 
his congregation, who, though they were settled ina the one hand and error on the other. In the course of 








‘regular place of worship, and increasing in numbers, his travels be associated occasionally with the General 


did not feel themselves at first capable of giving him as Baptists, and the believers in Universal Restoration ; 


num. The stipend was raised from time to time, as that he went home in quite an unsettled state as to his 
his wants, or the more liberal offers of other congrega- opinions. His mind became tremulous; and hearing 
tions, particularly one from Portsmouth, in 1784, point- that Edwards had written against Chauncy, he resoly- 
ed out the necessity of augmentation, until it reached ed to get that work. The publications of Mr. Win- 
the sum of 501. per annum.” chester reached the place of his residence, and made 

Mr. Vidler’s success increased with his experience considerable impression al] around him. Nor could he 
and exertions, till at length he saw himself raised to be an idle spectator of the controversy. It made a 
the head of a large congregation of Christians. In the deep impression upon his feelings; but he kept si- 
year 1791, his people saw their need of a more com- lence, praying continually, corresponding with his 
modious and convenient meeting-house. Their pecn- friends, and especially reading and examining the 
niary means were small; but according to a custom scriptures on the subject of punishment, until at last 
which had obtained among the Dissenters in England, he was constrained to say, I fully believe in the final 
they hoped to receive assistance from those churches salrateon of all mankind, On the last Sabbath in 
of their denomination which were wealthy. Theirre- | !792, at the annual meeting of his charch, he freely 
liance was placed upon the zeal of their. pastor; and avowed his faith in that doctrine, which he explained 
they thought that, should he perform a journey among and defended in an address of three hours. ‘The new 























year dawned upon him with hope and grief: it shew 
ed him his church divided ; the minority forming them 
selves into a Particular Baptist Church, the majority 
adhering to him and his sentiments. 

(To be Continued.) 





TOLERATION—AGAIN, 
o> We deem the following worthy of publication as it 
will show the light in which Judge Hallowell’s In. 
tolerance is contemplated. 
FROM THE GREENFIELD GAZETTE. 


Messrs. Editors,—I observed in your paper of the 
10th inst. that, ‘tin a case tried before Judge Hallo- 
well and a special Jury, in the District Court of Phil- 
adelphia, Nov. 14, a man was offered as a witness for 
the defendant, who, on being interrogated by the plain 
tiff’s counsel as to his religious belief, declared that he 
did not believe in a future state of rewards and pun- 
ishments, after this fe ; but that the only punishment 
for sin was in the present stale of existence. The Judge, 
after argument, refused to admit him to be qualified as 
a witness.’? Whether there be an object to be answer- 
ed in giving publicity to this proceeding of one of our 
courts of Justice, or not, its publication in the Newspa- 
pers will have its effect upon the public mind. You 
will, therefore, as I trust, permit a few words to be 
said on this remarkable procedure. It does not ap- 
pear, by the statement of the case in your paper, wheth. 
er the man who was offered as a witness was a man of 
good moral character or not ; but, as nothing is said 
against him on this score it is to be presumed his char- 
acter was good ; for bad it not been so, that would un- 
doubtedlyhave been preferred as the ground of objection, 
Of course we are to suppose that a man of good moral 
character is refused permission, in a court of Justice, 
and in a country whose constitution of government for- 
bids religious tests, to sustain the standing which all 
but notorious liars enjoy, because he honestly believes 
that punishment, or the consequences of sin, are con- 
fined to this mortal state, where, alone, for aught that 
reason or revelation say tothe contrary, sin, the cause, 
does or can exist! It isnot in my power to believe 
that his honor, Judge Hallowell, is actuated either by 
the principles of the christian religion, or those of our 


free and equitable constitution of government. Faith is} the shape in which we now have it, it becomes neces | 
not a voluntary act of the mind, but the necessary result | sary to inquire respecting the nature and tendency of | 


of convincing evidence. ‘Therefore, ifa manis to be 
thus indirectly stigmatized in a court of Justice, as 
unworthy of credit, either with or without an oath, for 
his unavoidable religious belief, it is manifest that a 
spirit of intolerance and oppression reigns, 
the highest degree dangerous to our freedom. How 
many thousands of people there are, in our country, 
whose moral sense is so weak, and whose regard to the 
good opinion of men is so strong, that, rather than bear 
the odium of being refused the privilege of testifying in 
such a case, would lie tothe Holy Spirit, and pretend 
to believe what they did not! [In that case thousands 
of the most presumptuous and daring of all liars would 
be indulged a privilege which an honest man is deni- 
et! “On this great principle (according to Judge 
Hallowell) rests all owr instilutions, and especially the 
dstribution of Justice between manand man”! Who 
knows but what the defendant, in the case stated, 
fa:led to sustain a just cause, by the rejection of this 
witness? And what a safe, grand and glorious prin- 
<«iple our institutions rest upon, when a man is liable 
to lose an important cause,ina court of Justice, be- 
cause a material witness may not happen to believe in 
eternal future torments, or the papal notion of limited 
purgatorial fire! 

If such a proceeding be not a stepstone to inquisitorial 
abomination, the name of your hamble servant is not 
what he thinks it is. Reverse the case, and let an un- 
believer in future punishment act the part which Jadge 
Hallowell has ; let him say that a believer in future 





hit W work: which ity Wodte'a' a more intense punt 
ment necessary. 

It is very possible*that-a correct understanding of 
the subject of punishment, as to its utility, may be of 
though he should commit perjury, yet if he should re- | service in this place. ‘That our heavenly Father does 
pent, even but one moment before death, he shall es | punish us for our benefit, by yielding us to endure the 
cape with impunity ; which certainly would be a more | necessary and inseparable consequences of our crimes 
reason:ble plea than that a man should not feel respon- | and folly, is a fact, which we have not only allowed, 
sible who has no idea of avoiding just punishment, in | but one we have already sufficiently proved from scrip- 


Justice, though ‘an honest man and of good report, and 
how wonld his co.duct be approved! Such an one 
might say, the believer in future punishment cannot 
feel the obligation of an oath, because he believes, that, 





this life, for such an act. 

But who would not deprecate such a system of re- 
crimination! Where will be our liberty, where our 
equality, where our security in the impartial adminis- 
tration of Justice, when sucha system of proscriptioa 
shall be adopted! I devoutly wish, Messers. Editors, | 
that the case in question may be published throughout | 
our country, and that the conduct of Judge Hallowell 
may be viewed in its true light. AMERICUS. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


FUTURE RETRIBUTION. 
(Continued from page 127.) 


I shall now consider the objection against the doc- 
trine of no retribution in the future world, for deeds | 


such retribution in the future state, in order to prepare | 
the impenitent fora state of happiness. 

The objection, in this form, has one amiable quality 
which was not discovered in the other views, in which | 
we have considered it. It now becomes disencumber- 
ed of the doctrine of retaliation, and ceases to oppose 
on the ground of partiality. 
tion, in its present shape, feels no dispusition to main- 
tain the doctrine of future retribution merely because 
he is not willing that the chiefest of sinners should be 


may not have suffered what punitive justice requires ; 


but his objection, against no future punishment, 


tent to a holy submission to the divine government, 
and to the law of love. 





which is in! 





In order to give the objection a ‘due consideration, in | 


punishment to produce the reconciliation to the divine 
government, which our objection sets up as the effect 
to be produced by it. ‘This inquiry will necessarily 
ask, what sort or kind of punishment will naturally | 
tend to bring the sinner to love the law of holiness? 
The objector is called on to resolve this question in his 
mind, for if he does himself love the law of holiness, 
and if he was brought thus to love, by being exercised 
with punishment, no doubt he cau answer the question 

The question seems a proper one for the consideration of 
all those, who profess to be genuine lovers of holiness. 
Were'they brought into the spirit of this love by en- 
during punishment, such as is contended will be in- 
flicted on the wicked in the future world? This ques- 
tion is of such importance, that it may be urged in 
another form. Were the antient patriarchs, the pro- 
phets of old, the apostles and primitive christians 
brought into the spirit of divine love, by enduring such 
punishment as is threatened to be inflicted on the 
wicked in the future world ? 

If this question be duly eonsidered, in its various bear- 
ings,itwill, undoubtedly operate as a hammer on the doc: 
trine of future retribution, as we are now, considering 
it, and if it do not entirely break it in pieces, it must 
render it very thin; for as the subject now lies before 
us, it must be granted at once, that there will be po 
need of any severer punishment, in the future world, 
to reconcile sinners to God, than those have endured 


in this word, who have been thus reconciled, unless it corded ?”? 
can be maintained that the wicked, in the next state | Sir, since you read it?” 
punisament shall uot be allowed to testily in a court of | of existence, will be more obdurate than they are in \answered. 


done in this, as it relates to the alleged necessity of | 


He who urges the objec- | 


happy immediately, even to day, nor yet because such | 


pow | 
rests on the necessity of punishment, in the future! 
world, as a corrective, designed to bring the impeni- | 


ture; bot that such punishment produces in us love to 
{the moral principle of divine holiness, seems very 
doubtful. It is the loveliness of an object which in- 
duces the mind to love it, not the hatefulness of its op- 
| Posite. Moreover it must be allowed, that the proper, 
| proximate cause of our love of the principle of divine 
| holiness must continue in order for our lore to contin- 
| ea. Bat who will coniend that punishment must con- 
tinue in order to keep us stedfast in the divine love? 
Let this subject be illustrated thus; The briars, the 
thorns, and the thistles which perplex and torture the 
traveller, who has wandered from the right path, tend 
to stop his progress, and even to compel him to stop 
and consider. While in this perplexity, he hears a 
voice behind him, “saying, this is the way, walk ye in 
it.” He turns and finds an high-way, a smooth and 
delightsome path, in which he travels with ease.— 
,Now the facts stand thus; The difficulty which he 
| found in one direction rendered him ynwiliing to pro- 
\ceed further; but it was the good qualities of the 
‘path which he found, which reconciled him to it, and 
which continued to grant him satisfaction as well as to 





engage hii to continue to travel in it. 

If we have now a correct understanding of the ne- 
cessity and utility of punishment or chastisement, it 
shows us, at once, that there can be no use for this 


| 


, punishment in the next state of existence, unless there 
| be some wrong path in which the traveller will there 
There must be, in that future state, the 
|same appetites and passions, the same lusts to tempt 
‘and draw away, as those, which, in this morta! state, 
lead into sin; or our heavenly Father must provide 
us with a different constitution, possessed of different 
| passions and lusts, which may there serve to Jead us 


| wander. 


into sins corresponding with such constitution and pas- 


|sions, or there seems to be no ground on which to 
maintain this necessity of punishment in a future state. 
If either philosophy, or the scriptures teach us to be- 
| lieve that our next state of existence is to be a pecca- 
, ble state, | am in the dark respecting this subject, and 
| need to be conducted into the light. 

| In a future paper | may Consider the unitarian dac- 
'trine of future retribution, as they generally hold it 
forth. H. B. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
ANECDOTES. 


About two years after I began to preach, happening 
to call upon my old master, a rigid Calvinist, with 
whom I lived nearly seven years, | met iv his shopa 
gentleman of this city. of the same sentiment, and if I 
recollect rightly, a member of Park-street church.— 
He immediately began to converse with me upon the 
subject of religion, and after opposing me some lit:le 
time, inquired how | should explain this passage of 
scripture, —**.4s death leaves us, so judgment wll find 
us.» 1 told him I confessed myself unable to explain 
thal passage of scripture. He immediately began to 
upbraid me for my ignorance,and for my rashness in en- 
tering with such zeal into the cause of the Universal- 
ists when | was so young and so evidently unacquaint- 
ed with spiritual things. I felt indeed very much 
ashamed, though not for myself, but for him, who I 
saw had committed such a gross blunder. ‘‘Sir,”* said 
I, ‘in what part of the scriptures is that passage re- 





‘‘Ip Psalms,” was the reply. ‘*How long, 
**Within a few months,” he 
“Can you point me to the Psalm?” “I 
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cannot; I do not recollect which Psalm it is 
“Now, Sir,” said I, “I must tell you that there is no 
such passage in the Bible.” He stared at me. I re- 
peated my words, and he continued to stare. ‘I have 
heard it brought forward before, Sir, and have there- 
fore satisfied myself that it is not in the Bible.” ‘*Do 
you contradict'me.” said he; **J fell you I know that 
I interrupted him, and said, ‘it will be in vain for you 
to tell me you know. it is in the Bible. Gohome, Sir, 
carefully read your Bible through once for the purpose 
of ascertaining if it be there, and you will be satisfied 
that what I say is true.”? ‘*Well, well,” said he, 
“if Universalism is true, it makes no odds what we do,” 
and so he left me. 

This conversation was brought to my mind the other 
day, as I was reading two accounts of gross ignorance, 
given by Mr. Vidler, in his Miscellany, and which he 
assures his readers were correct. RIcHARDS. 


- 








“*T was once conversing with a man of good natural 
sense, but who was very ignorant of religion. As I 
was pointing out the way of salvation by faith in Christ, 
he stopped me, and said, there was no occasion for all 
this noise about faith, and the law, and the prophets, 
for Jesus Christ had said, * hang the law and. the pro- 
phets” lL replied that I was acquainted with no such 
saying of our Lord. He told me, then I was very ig- 
norant of the scriptures, for Christ said, * if we did our 
duty, the law and the prophets might be hanged.’ | 
found that he referred to these words: * Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy 
soul and with all thy strength, and thy neighbor as thy- 
self. On these two commandments hang the law and 
the prophets.’ 1 endeavored to explain the passage to 
him; but he seriously assured me that he had always 
understood it in the sense ahove mentioned; and as | 
was younger than himself, he would not be taught by 
me.”” . 





**l remember when I was a boy that I once heard four 
women talking together about religion, three of whom 
were mothers of families. Among other subjects they 
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nor | The following are the only passages, about which 


‘there can be any dispute, what coming of Christ is re 
;ferred to. 1 Thes. ii. 19, 20, “For what is our hope, 
or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not e¥en ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For 
ye are our glory and joy.” Well, what coming is 
meant? The apostle does not state this here particu- 





as is evident from verse 18, where he says, * Little 
children it is the last hour: and as ye bave heard that 
antichrist shall come, even now are there many anti- 
christs; whereby we know it is the last hour.” See 
M’Knight who takes this view of the passage. 

It has been noticed, that the word emprosthen, is 
used in several of the above texts, and in the ove we 








larly. But whatever period is referred to, the Thessa- 
lonians were to be his joy and crown when it arrived. 


‘Therefore, my brethren, dearly beloved and longed 
for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my 
dearly beloved.” Well, when were they to be his joy 
and crown? We have but to read on to verse 5 to be 
informed of this. ‘Let your moderation be known 
unto all men. The Lord is at hand.” I for one, must 
beg to be excused from believing,that the Lord was at 
hand in his coming at the end of this world, when 


are particularly considering, ‘‘we must all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ.”? It is seen from its us- 


So were the Philippians; for he says, chap. iv. 1,| ge to mean, ‘“*before, or in the presence of.” It de- 


serves notice, that this word is also used Mat. xxv. 


32, where it is said, ‘tand before (emprosthen) him 
‘shall be gathered all nation.” If it is admitted, that 
this was at the end of the Jewish age, when Christ 
| came in his glory, and sat on the glorious throne of his 


kingdom, it shews a coincidence of language in speak- 
‘ing of this event among the writers of the New ‘Testa- 
ment. 


| Paul wrote the epistle to the Philippians. His com- | We have now finished our examination of the phra- 


‘ing at the destruction of Jerusalem was at hand, nor 
can I much doubt, that to this very coming he referred, 
for it is generally allowed James refers to it, where he 
uses similar language respecting it. ‘*The coming of 
the Lord draweth nigh,” and ‘*the judge standeth be- 
fore the door.” See James v. 7—11. ‘The event was 
anxiously expected by all Christians. James speaks, 
not only of the event as near, but tells us that the 
Lord was to judge at this coming, which agrees with 
the text under consideration, ‘‘for we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ.» The word which 
is rendered here before is emprosthen, and is the same 
word which is rendered in Thessalonians, presence.— 


They were to be Paul’s joy and crown “in the pres-_ 


ence (emphrosten) of our Lord Jesus Christ at his com- 
ing.” But, their being his joy and crown at this pe- 
riod, depended on their steadfastness in the faith, and 
enduring to the end. Accordingly he says to them, 
chap. iii. 12, 13, **And the Lord make you to increase 
and abound in love one toward another, and toward all 
men, even as we do toward you: to the end he may 
‘establish your hearts unblameable iz holiness belore 
{emprosthen) God, even our Father, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints... The hearts 


canversed ahout the fourth commandment. One of of the ‘Thessalonians, might be established unblamea- 


them said she could not think what it meant, by all 
things being made ina mist. * Made in a mis/,’ said 
another, ‘ what dovou mean?’ ‘QO,’ saysa third, * Dl 


tell you ; come hithef Sally and say the fourth com- | 


mandment.’ Sally came and repeated it; but instead 
of saying, * The Lord made heaven and earth. and the 
sea and all] that in //cm is,’ she said, ‘the sea and all 
and inthe mist.’ * Aye, true, so it is,’ says the other, 
‘and no doubt bat God Almighty made every thing in 
a mist at first.? To this very absurd interpretation 
they_all agreed. All these women had always been 
used to read the scriptures, and go to church very 
steadily, notwithstanding their ignorance.” 





roR THE MAGAZINE, 


LETTER TO THE EDITORS, 


Gentlemen,—I am aware, that parousia is the word 
generally rendered coming, and applied to the coming 
of Christ. Let us then briefly notice all the texts where 
it occurs in the New Testament. I find it then used 
to express the coming of persons from one place to 
another, 1 Cor. xvi. 17. 2 Cor. vii. 6, 7, and x. 10. 
Phil. ii. 12, and i. 26. It is also applied, 2 Thes. ii. 9. 
to the coming of the man of sin. In 2 Peter i. 16, it is 
applied to our Lord’s first coming. Also to express 
his coming at the resurrection of the dead, 1 Cor. xv. 
23. 1 Thes. iv. 15. But notice, that in those texts 
or their contexts, not a ‘word.is said about bis sitting 
then on a judgmsut seat to condemn men to any punish- 
ment whatever. In the following places, this word 
expresses our Lord’s coming’ at the destruction of Je 
rusaiem. Mat. xxiv. 3,27, 37, 39. Janwee v. 7, 8.— 


ble in holiness, unto tae coming of our Lord Jesus 
| Christ at the end of the Jewish age, for it was near: 
| But, how they were to be so to the end of this world, 
is not so easily perceived. ‘The expression, *‘all his 
isaints,” can oceasion no difficulty about this, if Mat. 
lxxiv. 31. Mark xiii. 27 are consulted, and compared 
with 2 Thes. ti. 1. See Whiiby on. this last text.— 
‘ther in relation to this coming. ‘ And the very God 
‘of peace sanctify you wholly: and! pray God your 


whole spirit, and soul, and body, be preserved blame- | 


less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This 
was not a mere empty wish, for the apostle adds verse 
24, **faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do 
‘it.”? But | ask, how the apostle could pray, that the 
souls, and spirits, and bodies of the Thessalonians, 
might be preserved blameless unto the coming of Christ 


he alive when he came. If understood of his coming 
at the end of the Jewish dispensation, all is rational 
and easily understood. The word parousia, is also 
rendered coming, 2 Thes. ii. 1, 8, and applied to the 
same coming of Christ. See Whitby on this whole 
chapter. It is also rendered coming, 2 Peter iii. 4, 12, 


Judgment,” which has been shown io my answer to 
Mr. Sabine, to be, not a day of Judgment at the end 
of this world, but the day of judgment on the Jewish 
nation at the end of the age. ‘The only other text 








That these texts refer to this, is universally admitted. 





where parousia is used, is | John ii. 28, **And now lit- 
tle children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, 
we'may have confidence & not be ashamed before bim 
at his coming.”” What coming isthenreferred to? The 


But in 1 Thes v. 23, the apostle exhorted them fur-. 


ses ‘*the end,” **the day of the Lord,” aud “the com- 
ing of the Lord.” It appears to me, that these ex- 
pressions are borrowed from the Old Testament, by the 
writers of the New, The expression, the end, is evi- 
dently used by Daniel relative to the end of the Jew- 
ish dispensation ; and the phrase, “‘the day of the 
Lord,” is frequently used by the prophets to designate 
the day of God’s temporal judgments on nations, and 
particularly the day of God’s judgment on the Jewish 
nation at the end of the age. The New Testament 
writers then, used them to designate a time and events 
long before predicted, but which were now nigh eves 
at the door, and in the very phraseology used by the 
prophets. 
| It is almost useless to remark, that the Old Testa- 
ment writers, when they speak of ‘*the end,” **the 
day of the Lord,” and ‘‘the coming of the Lord,” 
never represent Christ as then silting on a judgment 
seat, to pass sentence on any to endless misery. IJn- 
deed, it is now generally conceded, that the Old ‘fes- 
tament does not teach the doctrine of endless misery. 
Such phrases then, must be used in a totally different 
sense frgm what they are in the Old Testament, if the 
writers of the New, have used them in the way they 
are generally applied in the presentday. Dut Paul 
assures us, that he said, none other things than Moses 
in the law and the prophets had spoken. If the New 
Testament writers had done, what people allege that 
they have done, how could they have beev understood 
by their hearers without some explanation? But 
have they ever given any explanation, that at **the 
end,” ‘the day of the Lord,” and **the coming of the 
Lord,” Christ is to sit on a judgment seat to condemn 
ali the wicked to endless misery. H they have, let 
this be pointed out. 

The views | bave stated, are in perfect agreement 
| with our Lord’s discourses, during his persona! minis- 
| try. None can deny that he said, he was to come at 


ithe end of the Jewish age; and that this period is 


called *‘the end,”? and **the day of the Lord,” is al- 
lowed. That at this period he was to judge, or re- 
ward every man according to his works, is in as many 


at the end of this world, unless ne believed they would | words expressly declared by hiiaself in the discourses 
‘alluded to. The views I have advanced, agree also, 
‘with the doctrine and exhortations of his apostles. — 
That they speak of **the end,” **the day of the Lord,” 
“and the coming .of the Lord,” referring to the period 
of the destruction of Jerusalem, is not denied that |} 
‘know of, by any sect of Christians. It would be strange 
and applied to the coming of Christ at “tthe day of | an unaccountable, if the apostles had not spoken so, 


after all Christ bad said about this event, and the deep 
interest Christians had init. Norare my views, less in 
accordance, with what must have been the gefieral 
conduct and feelings of all Christians in view of our 
Lord’s coming at the destruction of Jerusalem. ‘Ihey 
must have been looking for it, waiting for it, and an 
anxiety excited about being prepared for his arrival. 
ihis is just the way we have said Christians were ex- 
ercised, in interpreting the texi under consideration, 





coming of Christ at the end-of the Jewish dispensation, , 



























































a + SEE 95 
































































RE ee reg A a 


, been considering, ‘* for we must all stand before the 
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and many others introduced. My views are also in 
accordance with the fact. At the end of the Jewish 
age, Christ did come, sat on his judgment scat, and 
they who had done good came forth to the resurrec- 
tion of life, and they that had done evil unto the re- 
surrection of damnation. Every one received in his 
body, according to that he had done, whether it was 
good or bad. My views of 2 Cor. v. 10, are also in 
agreement with the context. Paul as we have seen, 
speaks as uncertain, whetber he would be alive when 
called to appear before Christ judgment seat, and 
hence he labored that whether present or absent he 
might be accepted of him. We have also examined 
the scripture usage of bematos, judgment seat, and 
thronos, throne, and the result has been to confirm my 
opinions. The following verse has also been adverted 
to, “*knowing tne terrors of the Lord we persuade 
men ;’’ but we have seen that no scripture writer 
speaks of the ‘‘terrors of the Lord,” in reference to a 
general judgment at the end of this world. 

Iam not aware, that in my investigation of this or 
the preceding texts, of having any educational bias in 
favor of the views advanced. This rather lay on the 
other side ; for such texts I once considered, as some 
of the strongest proofs of a future judgment, and pun- 
ishment. Finding | had been mistaken about the doc- 
trine of enless misery, my object in examining all my 
old proofs for it, is not to find some sense which may 
accord with my present views, but to ascertain if pos- 
sible, what the writers meant to teach in all such pas- 
sages. Such are my present views of these, but 
whether I am correct or not, Jet others judge, for I lay 
no claim to infallibility. Even, if correct in my views 
of these, still it may, and it is likely it will be said, 
the doctrine of future punishment, yea of endless mis- 
ery can be supported from other passages. 

Let us now admit for argument sake, that Paul re- 
ferred toa day of judgment at the end of this world, 
when he said, “‘for we must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ. Let us also allow that the pas- 
sages, where “*the end,” “the day of the Lord,” and 
‘the coming of the Lord Jesus,’.are spoken of, refer 
to the same period. What then follows ? 

Ist. Such views, represent the apostles and first 
christians, as silent about, and no way concerned re- 
specting our Lord’s coming at the destruction of Jeru- 





salem. ‘They were neither looking for his coming, nor 
waiting for it, nor preparing themselves for his arrival. 
But, can any man believe that this was the case, after | 
all our Lord had said to his disciples on this subject? | 
We think this is impossible; and it would lead us to 
form a very unfavorable opinion of all christians dur- 
ing the apostolic age. Here then I must say, my | 
views have decidedly the advantage over the views 
commonly entertained. But, 

2d. Such views represent the apostles and _ first | 
christians, as all looking for, and expecting the day of 
judgment, and end of the world in their life time, 
which turns out to be a very great mistake. The 
common belief is, that ‘tthe end,” “the day of the 
Lord,” and “the coming of the Lord Jesus,” refer to 
the end of this world; and it is strongly contended for, 
that Paul referred to this period in the words we have 


judgment seat of Christ.” Now, this is to contend, 
that they all were in expectation that this period was 
at hand; for they were looking for it, and waiting for 
it; yea Paul tells, that he and others labored, that 
whether present or absent, when it came, they might 
be accepted of him. But the fact is, if such views 
are correct, they were all entirely mistaken about, 
this. for the day of judgment has not yet come, We 
must ether admit then that they were mistaken or al- 
low, thal we have greatly mislaken their meaning in the 
abore passages. To say, that they were all mistaken 
about this, is a concession | will never make. The 
moment I should make it, every infidel might take his 


'Bat he has served the cause of Christianity hy so do-! 


, must become Universalists, for they will see some of | 


| have occurred to me against the views which have 


_— a ae 
writers besides, in defence of christianity. They might | ‘*the end, » and “the cowing of Christ” is spoken of in 


say, ‘you admit that your inspired writers have been| connexion with the resurrection of the dead, and noth- 
mistaken in one very important article, and you must} ing will be found in proof of the common opinions en- 
allow us to believe, that they were mistaken in all | tertained of a day of judgment at this period. 
that they have written.”” But waiving this, let us| Objection 2d. Your views of the above texts, give 
suppose, that they were all looking for, and waiting | too much importance to Christ’s coming at the destruc- 
for the end of the world, and the day of ju lgment as | tion of Jerusalem, and too little importance to his com- 
about to take place. I ask then, what sort of chris-| ing at the resurrection of all the dead.” Ans. This 
tians we have got in our day, for not one ofthem, eith |‘s not true. My views give each their proper place 
er orthodox or heterodox, is looking for the end of the | and share of importance. The common view, to give 
world and day of judgment during their life time. The | importance to Christ*s coming at the resurrection, ap- 
man who would announce such a belief, would run| ply texts to it which represent the apostles and first 
the risk of finding a place in the insane hospital. No; {christians as all in expectation of it, but which turns 
so far from this, Mr. Emerson, a very worthy orthodox | out to have been a vain expectation. This false ap- 
writer tells us, that we need not look for it, until we | plication of texts to it gives it a fictitious importance, 
have had 360 thousand years ofa Millenium. But he | but an importance, which is injurious to the whole sys- 
isa man of too much sense, and christian consistency | tem of Christianity. It was not my object to consider 
to believe this, yet assert, that any part of the New) Christ’s coming at the resurrection, and therefore I 
Testament intimates, as if the apostles believed, the | could not give this a place and importance it deserves, 
end of the world, and the day of judgment should | in this duscussion. But who would say this is lessen- 
happen in their day. Hence he says, in his lectures | ing its importance? 
on the Millennium,page 229, “there are passages, that| I ought to apologize for the length to which my 
represent the coming of Christ as near; but he is re- | Communications have extended. If my time had al- 
presented as coming, in other senses and at other times, | owed me to transcribe, | might have condensed them. 
besides his coming to judgment. I would gladly see But this I could not find, and transcribing is an em- 
it proved, if it can be proved, that the Bible represents | ployment I take no pleasure in. * A Disciple of Truth,” 
the day of judgment as near. Though I would by no| Will perceive, I noticed his closing question in the 
means speak confidently upon this point, yet I am in- | Course of my remarks. Whether my views of the ps- 
clined to think, that all the passages of scripture, that | sages given, may be satisfactory to him, or your read- 
represent the coming of Christ as near, refer to some | ers generally I must now leave for ae to determine. 
other coming, besides his coming to judge the world.” | lam yours, &c. - Ba.rour. 
Mr. Emerson with diffidence here states his opinion re- | 
specting all — passages. We would seriously re- cently received a letterfrom Mr. AyLeTT RANs, who 
commend to him, and all our orthodox friends, to ex- | ;, actively engaged in testifying ‘the grace of God that 
amine this matter with attention. I think Mr. Emer-| bringeth salvation to all men.” His residence is at 
son is correct in his opinion. But J would ask them, | Fredonia, state of Indiana, and is, we believe, the only 
whether by this, they do not deprive themselves of | Preacher of the “common salvation” west of Ohio. 
Rom. xiv. 10. 2Cor. v. 10, and other texts, long con- May hie bow abite in strength, ned hie lebagrs be Om 
: F - ply succeeded iu the vineyard of the Lord. 
sidered chief proofs of a day of Judgment, and the Universalist. 
endless punishment of the wicked? ‘They ought to en 
beware, lest in building up 360 thousand years ofa f<F-In our last we gave notice, through mistake, 
Millennium, that they do not pall down the doctrine of | that the Rev. Davip PicKERING, of Providence, R.17. 
endless, yea all future misery for the wicked. Mr.| was agen/ tor the Magazine: It should have been, 
Emerson justly thinks, people have been mistaken in ~ a W. WHEELER, 110 1-2 Westmiuster- 
street. 











Another Preacher.—Uhe Editor of this paper has re- 


supposing, that any passage in the New Testament 
4 

speaks of the end of the world asnear. On his views 

of the Millennium it was necessary to maintain this,— 


fA few copies of the Rev. H. Ballou’s “NOTES 
ON THE PARABLES,” are foe Sale at the Office of 
the Universalist Magazine. 

Just received, and for sale at re office, two dis- 
del objections against Christianity, and told the be- | course s, delivered at Providence, R. 1. by Br. David 
lievers in endless misery that their former views of such | Pickering, One, at the Dedication bat New Chapel, 
passages are false. Well, the question will now be, | and the other, on the Parable of the unjust steward.— 





ing. He has removed by it, one of the strongest infi- 


what do they mean? Ifthis inquiry is pursued, men, Price 16 cents. 








the strongest facts in defence of their doctrine raze: to MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


their foundations. He has also afforded me pleasure | By Rev. S. =treeter, Mr. Hans Jacob Meregen to 


in quoting him in favor of my opinions. Mrs. Margaret Gill. 


I shall now take some notice of such objections as By Rev. Mr. W are, Mr. Israel Lombard to Miss 
Mary Nickerson. 





been advanced. It may be objected, DIED IN THIS CITY, 
Ist. We allow, that in some of the texts where ‘the | Ist inst. Mrs. Martha Marston, aged 50. 
end,” “the day of the Lord,” and “the coming of Je- | Sist ult. Mary E. Littlefield, aged 6 years 2 mos. 


sus Christ” are mentioned, that they do refertothe; © at last, Rosamond Cook, child of Mr. Lo- 
‘ . renzo Draper, 9 mos. 
end of the Jewish dispensation. But we contend that, Mrs. Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Samnel Andrews. 59 


in others a reference is made to the end of this world.” | Jy Brookline, Mass. 31st ult. Miss Mary Seaver, 26. 


Anewer; we bave shewn, that in some of these texts | i The Emperor ALexAnnen of Russia is no 
this is true, but it cannot be denied, that such expres- more. The news of his death was officially received 
sions are used in reference to the coming of Christ at jn Paris. on the 19th December by a telegraphic des- 
the end of the Jewish age. Where they are used in patch, and announced in the Moniteur of the same day. 
refereuce to the coming of Christ at the resurrection, | He died while on a visit to one of ae peer ts ng 
not one word is said, that at this period Christ is to sit | ces, but the time was not given in the despate ° 
tidings were received at Warsaw on the 8th Decem- 
on @ judgment seat to distribute rewards and punish- | 4 o,, He is succeeded by his brother ConsTANTINE. 
ments to all mankind. It is of no consequence then, Cenlinel. 


how ofien such language is used in reference to sucha - — 


coming, if such a jadgment is not stated to take place! Cash soaeioal on ie of the Universalist Magasine. 
at this period. This is the very point to be proved, r. Z. Chapman, Jeffrey, N. H. $2 50 
from such texts, but they afford no evidence to prove | saa, Sophia Bence. Union, Con. 1 








stand in it, aud bid defiance to Paley, aud a host of 


it. Let apy one examine all the above texts, where Mr. E. Chamberlain, Bernardston, Mss. 2 50 





